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MidwYnter Madness 
We look forward to seeing everyone in Atlanta March 18-20 for MidwYnter Madness! 

It’s less than two weeks until the start of the 2022 Racing Season! Get your boats packed, your wheel bearings 
greased, and head on down to the Atlanta Yacht Club for the 2022 American Y-Flyer Sailing Association Midwinter 
Championship Regatta.  (The weather is looking very good!...Ed.) 

So far, there are 29 boats registered and I know of several more who are attending but have yet to register. I am 
expecting around 35 boats to complete in both a blue and gold fleet. We have prizes for finishing places 1-9 in the 
gold fleet and 1-3 in the blue fleet. 

Please register ASAP so we can get the proper meal head counts and shirt orders, long-sleeved, short-sleeved, 
and sweatshirts are available. (Shirt orders must have been received prior to March 4 to guarantee your 
style/size.) 

Once again Troy Davis and his band of RC volunteers will manage the racing with Rita Fullick managing the 
judging business and we hope she has none! 

Lavon will be cooking with regular and vegetarian offerings, just let us know if you are a vegetarian so we can 
plan accordingly. 

For those coming in Thursday, let me know who you are so we can scrounge up some dinner. I will also be 
cooking Friday breakfast to keep you from wasting away. 

The Friday Welcome Aboard includes libations and dinner. We are wanting to get a head count of those who will 
be in attendance for Friday dinner as we know some folks like to slip away to Henry’s and others will not be 
around until Saturday morning. So, if you are going to be there, drop us a quick email or text. 

Saturday night we will host a burger bar with all the fixings. Our friends from the Thistle Fleet will be manning the 
grills. Libations, NCAA basketball, and a lot of storytelling/catching up will be on tap for the evening. 



For those looking for hotel accommodations, Holiday Inn Express is offering a $99 per night rate for reservations 
made through March 14. To take advantage, call the hotel directly 678.574.4222 and let them know you are with 
the Y-Flyer Midwinter Regatta. The hotel is located off of I-75, exit 277 and is about 8 minutes from the club. 

Camping is aways allowed on the grounds with electrical hook ups (30 amp and 110) and hot showers a plenty. 

Questions? Need something? Let me know. 

See you at the lake, 

Nile and Lavon      

404.310.3841 

Nile2762@hotmail.com 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 



From the Canadian Newsletter (approx. 1983)       
 

 

           



  

 

Y-Generations            The Hanckel Family 

First Generation:  R. H. Sunny Hanckel  
      

1963: 

 

March 1966: 

Y-Y-FLYER SKIPPERS SWEEP SOUTHERN OCEAN RACING CIRCUIT! Former Y skipper TED TURNER 
(National Champion 1963) sailed his Cal 40,"VAMP" to overall first place in the recent 
S.O.R.C. Several other Y skippers were along as crew... 'Sunny' Hanckel on "Vamp"... 
We've just heard that International Champ Sherrill Poulnot was crewing on 
"Vamp" and Bunky Helfrich crewed on "Geechee". Emil Sodke was crewing on the Miami- 



Nassau entry, along with "Gene Smith. 

 

1983: 

      

 

Second Generation:  Bill Hanckel, Mary Hanckel  
Bill has been an Area VP, Exec VP, Chairman of the 1983 Nationals at Charleston as well as many 
other positions in the Y-Flyer class: 

 

1983:     



      

 

 

 

 

 

A classic picture of Bill Hanckel on the tiller of Lundqust built Y-2549: 



     

 



Third Generation: Will Hanckel, Emily Hanckel Kovach 
1995: 

 

 

Midwinters 1996: 



     

Fourth Generation: Caroline and Clair Kovach, Haskell and Dixon Hanckel 

 



 
 Caroline Kovach (3), Haskell Hanckel (6), Claire Kovach (6), Dixon Hanckel (4).  The other boy is Will’s God Son 
who is starting to show interest. 



 



     



Mail Vote Results: 
 
 A unanimous acceptance of the proposed By-Law changes by the 2021 General Meeting and the return mail vote 
cards.  Not a single NO vote either time.  All the members of the Executive Committee, Pres, Sec, 8 Area VPs, Newsletter 
Editor, & M & R Chair have all accepted the 2 votings and have endorsed the incorporation of the proposed changes into 
the By-Laws.  As Secretary, I will so do, and date the By-Laws as amended 3-3-2022.   
 
Of present necessity, is the By-Law change which allows a skipper to change crew, due to illness or injury during the 
regatta, not as before as ONLY requested at the preliminary competitor's meeting.  Class race scoring now in accordance 
with changes made to the current RRS.  The BLs as changed will be effective for the Midwinter Regatta, March 19, 20, 
2022. 
  
Of concern, is the return mail vote count of only 30 cards from the 120 cards that were included with the Dues to Active 
(boat) Members.  It was requested that the cards be mailed and post marked by the end of Jan 2022 to be counted.  12 
cards were delivered but not postmarked by USPS and 6 were included with the Dues payment.  I extended the mail vote 
open window until the end of February due to mail delivery delays by the USPS.   
 
All said and done, the By-Laws are now amended IAW the proposed changes.  The amended and current By-Laws, dated 
3-3-2022, will be posted on the Class website.  Thanks to the Class on this effort. 
 
Sec-Treas, Paul White 
 

From our President  Bob Turner 
History Lesson:   

The original Roman calendar appears to have consisted only of 10 months and of a year of 304 days. The 
remaining 61¼ days were apparently ignored, resulting in a gap during the winter season. There was no January 
or February. The first of the year began in March…“And now you know the rest of the story” Paul Harvey. 



    My how time flies when you’re having fun. This time of year is always my favorite as we get to bid a not so fond 
farewell to that odious period of time known as W www   I mean…. win….I can’t even bring myself to type it but 
the irrefutable fact remains that Spring is upon us. Which means…MIDWINTER CHAMPIONSHIP at Atlanta Yacht 
Club coming up next weekend. Just checked the registrar and see 28 entries so far with time for a few more to 
make the decision to join the fun at AYC. Midwinter’s is a great way to greet the sailing season as well as join the 
other Y sailing road warriors for challenging sailing, much revelry and some of the best eats at any regatta venue 
imaginable.     OK… I get it…the price to feed that motorized Reese hitch is a bit more than last year BUT…it’s still 
cheaper than 10 sessions with a therapist if you choose to postpone your sailing another month. Trust me on this 
one…. Don’t hold back, sign up and chase those field mice out of the air tanks….boogity-boogity-boogity…lets go 

sailing!!  

     The change of seasons from Wii…ww…..Wint…oh, never mind…also has the 
added bonus of lighting off a pair of socks per the ancient druid ritual. A 
sacrifice/offering to the gods of warm weather and all things sailing that has 
become a recognized event around the civilized world.  Celebrated at boat clubs, 
yacht yards and anyplace where like-minded sailors gather to welcome Spring. It 
provides a (yet another) good chance to laugh at ourselves and shake off the winter 
blues. There is always a fire in the pit that begs for an offering on the last day of 
winter. Come early…get a good seat upwind ; I’ll bring the “kindling”.  It’s a long 
story, best told over a brew… 

    Moving towards o-fish-oil business. First, welcome Bob Taylor who just acquired Y 2384 and is in the process of 
fitting it out/upgrading hardware. Keep an eye on Y-Flyer Sailing FB page to see if you might have some 
equipment he needs. Hoping he can get to Atlanta to meet all the peeps. He posed a good question regarding any 
clearer pictures of rigging systems that might be helpful.  



O Dorita, our web master organizer has done a very good job bringing the yflyer.org site into the new millennium. 
Lacking any new pictures of rigging and sailing action, that portion has stayed fairly dormant as to activity. Adding 
to an earlier (year ago??) request for any inspirational action shots to adorn the web page, dig into those shoe 
boxes full of digital images to see what might be helpful to inspire those who venture into the web page.  

Capt. Terryble, being pressed to go to press, has asked me to keep this one short and to the point…dream on 
Terry!!! 

Kiva clear, standing by on 16…static, break, more static….  

   



 

   



        From Sailing World Magazine:

 



 

  



     



     



     



 



     



     



     



      



     



     



 



 



 



     


